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Results of a Survey to Poll Interest in a Journal for Data Professionals Working in Libraries
Total Respondants:  61
Do you think you would benefit from a publication directed specifically to data professionals working in library environments?

Yes: 50 (82%)

No: 11 (18%)

Comments:  
Positive ones mostly related to general benefits of a journal (getting information from specialists, having something to refer back to, etc.)A but some also lauded concentrating on this audience.B  Four who said they would be interested expressed doubt about there being enough content.
A:  “Data is just a small (although increasing) portion of my job, so it's difficult to learn through repetition! It's good to have something to refer back to.”
B:  “It would be more direct. No need to read 10 different things.” And, “I always benefit from publications directed specifically at professionals engaged in a specific specialization. Articles tend to be more relevant, more concrete, and it helps in networking.”
Negative ones doubtful of necessary support A and specialization. B
A:  “...BUT given how hard IASSIST Quarterly has to work to get submissions, I wonder if the data library community would be willing/able to produce & sustain such a publication.”
B:  “Although I believe I might benefit from one, I do not think one is necessary since we have the IQ. Limiting it to data professionals in libraries may be limiting it too much (not enough subscribers) and may miss out on the insights and expertise of those not in libraries.”

============================
If this publication is created, which of the following activities would you be likely to participate in within the next three years?
	Activity
	%
	#

	Reading the publication
	94.8%
	55

	Writing an article
	58.6%
	34

	Reviewing submissions from peers
	43.1%
	25

	Editing articles
	34.5%
	20

	Web support (hosting or maintaining site)
	12.1%
	7

	Design/layout support
	8.6%
	5

	Participation in Editorial Board (e.g., soliciting articles, planning issue content, etc.)
	22.4%
	13

	Other technical support, e.g., researching software options for content management
	3.4%
	2

	Other
	1.7%
	1


58 responses
Comments:  “I don't have the data expertise to contribute.”
============================
Seven responded online that they were not members of IASSIST, six by email for a total of 13.  
Two said, “Never heard of you before. Ha!”  
One said, “Am new to data-wrangling and figured IASSIST might be a bit too advanced for me.”  
============================

There are two likely options for us: either we will establish a new publication all our own; or, if enthusiasm and support of the audience is not sufficient for that, we will negotiate with an established journal to grant us regular space and possibly our own editor. Partly this depends on what you, the audience, would like to read and partly it depends on what you are willing to commit to contributing. To give us an idea what to try to aim for:
How often would you like to see this content?
	Semi-annually
	Quarterly
	Monthly

	14.8%
	64.8%
	14.8%


54 responses
Comments:  

Generally reinforced concern about not enough content:  “Given the size of the profession that would probably be as often as possible that we could get sufficient information for publication.”

============================
How much content would you like to see?
	Newsletter
	Journal
	Regular Feature in Another Journal

	40%
	45.5%
	14.5%


55 responses
Comments:  

Concern that already have too much to read and would be better to have short newsletter to “browse”:  “This way it doesn't get bogged down in review and can be more breezy in style, like discussing over drinks.”  And, “I checked Newsletter rather than Journal, because journals sometimes get so fussy about process and methodology of studies that they sometimes forget the entire question they are studying is just not that useful.  Newsletters can be more useful and practical.”
Also, an interesting suggestion:  “I would like to see a continuous RSS feed, a blog, or a wikipedia that I can consult when needed or when convenient, and that can be revised as data sources get revised.”  
============================

Is it important to you that some or all of the content of such a journal be peer reviewed?
Yes:  45.5%

No:  54.4%

55 responses

Comments:

Balanced between people who need peer-reviewed publications for tenure and people who think peer-review makes journals stuffy and slow.

“I am not interested only in research of the kind that would be peer reviewed. I would like a mix that included some of the more practical items that discuss practice, or learning objects that don't fit a typical peer-review model. Of course, if I were trying to get tenure, which I am not, I would be interested in a venue to publish in my area. Understanding that many folks will want a peer-review publication, I would vote for some but not all of the content to be peer-reviewed.”

“Depends on timeliness of content, scholarly rigor. Again, stop thinking PRINT!”
============================
What content would be most important to you?

	Proposed Content
	Average Rating

	Reviews of print resources, e.g., guides to research, statistical resources, etc.
	3.7

	Reviews of online data sources, e.g., new web sites or databases
	4.6

	Reviews of data tools (StatCrunch.com, tools in shodor.org’s catalog, Stat Transfer, etc.)
	4.0

	Discussions of metadata trends & initiatives
	3.5

	Discussions of service issues
	3.8

	Discussions of collaborations with faculty
	3.7

	Discussions of collection management issues, including preservation
	3.9

	Discussions of organization and funding models for numeric digital libraries and/or data
	3.3

	Training exercises for you to learn how to find data or use tools (with step-by-step answers)
	4.1

	Numeracy and learning objects to help you teach students/researchers
	3.9

	Survey of research issues in specific disciplines, e.g., what are the major data sets in XX discipline? What issues or pitfalls should a researcher be aware of with that data? What are the “elephants in the living room” that any researcher in that discipline would know that a librarian should be aware of? What kinds of topics are predominant in the current research?
	4.2


============================
Please list any particular type of article that you would like to read.

	data usage examples, evaluation of data sources, web site/tool development project notes

	

	Top data sources for a particular field, or what are the new hot, current, datasets just coming out of the field. 

	

	Reviews of data sources or software; customer service/best practices 

	

	how to work with the data services that already exist in the university

	

	Comparative reviews and bibliographic essays on data prodcuts

	

	Articles on resources most relevant to particular fields, articles on using major data tools such as Data Ferret


Articles you would like to read (cont’d)
	

	Interaction with GIS - or perhaps that is a separate problem to be dealt with elsewhere

	

	data sources strengths weaknesses of datasets, particularly within a subject area data initiatives 

	

	how to use data over time, that is, when coding systems change

	

	I read UK Databytes cover to cover - if there were something for more than UK, that would be great!

	

	The reviews and the survey of research issues sound particularly interesting to me

	

	Reviews of data tools, discussions of data issues in specific diciplines.

	

	Promoting the use of data, linking the library with the academic world. Datasets repository systems. How to organize your datasets collection. Development stages of a data library. Importance of local data support.

	

	Managing the collection, collection selection criteria, acces (main catalog vs own listing). 

	

	regular updates on data sources by disciplines

	

	DDI, data literacy, integrating data into the curriculum

	

	I am very interested in reading about data mining.

	

	The whole shebang - theory and practice!

	

	Notices about new data products; timely, concise and critical assessments of data products; articles about working with or establishing GIS capabilities

	

	Instructional articles would be great for me; articles about researcher trends, too.

	

	Service issues (promotion/outreach, staffing, type of service; data resources; instruction.

	

	How to stuff mostly - and also discussions of good resources in particular fields (sort of bib reviews of the data in the field)

	

	All of your topics are on target.  Also reviewing data catalog software would be useful. 

	

	Training modules, reviews and announcements.

	

	Tips for new Data Librarians


Articles you would like to read (cont’d)
	

	Metadata, metadata,metadata, semantic web, etc.

	

	Data management. Data storage media. Data metadata management.

	

	Service models; Reviews of datasets; 

	

	pretty much anything - especially those of a practical nature

	

	Articles about statistical ideas/concepts written for novices.


============================

Please list any particular type of article that you would like to write.
	data usage example, evaluation of data sources, web site/tool development project notes,

	

	Financial Data Sources

	

	Perhaps something about teaching the use of data tools and resources to non-quant majors (Humanities, Architecture, etc).

	

	international data resources in particular areas data needs/ areas of weakness

	

	Someday I would like to see my article on our Archive in print the longer I wait, the more advanced we are - someday!

	

	Information ethics and secondary analysis: a model of ethical decision making.

	

	data literacy, campus partnerships, planning data service

	

	How to handle version control - service issues.

	

	Most likely a case study on what I plan to do on my campus (once I've done it...)

	

	I would co-author an article on the whole learning object (ie: what is it?!) topic.

	

	announcements or "user experience" casuals.

	

	Open source software reviews.

	


Articles you would like to write (cont’d)
	American FactFinder, Census, American Community Survey

	

	Something on service issues and/or faculty collaboration.

	

	Service issue--reaching the undergrad and connecting with other units

	

	product or website reviews
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