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• AIMS:

• To identify some of the problems which face researchers today.

• To briefly outline some of the cross disciplinary services available at 
MIMAS

• To illustrate how these services can be utilised or how they can 
influence each stage of the research process.
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• Structure of Research:
1. Introduction
2. Literature Search
3. Methodology
4. Results/Findings 
5. Analysis of Findings 
6. Conclusion
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• Who are we?
• MIMAS is a JISC-supported national data centre run by Manchester 

Computing, at the University of Manchester, to provide the UK academic 
community with flexible online access to socio-economic, spatial and 

scientific data, and to bibliographic and electronic journal data services.

• In addition MIMAS offers:

• Statistical analysis packages and visualization tools 

• Computing resources for storage and manipulation of data 

• Data sharing and gateway services 

• Specialist support and training

• Manchester InforMation and Associated Services -
http://www.mimas.ac.uk
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Archives Hub
• The Archives Hub provides a single 

point of access to descriptions of 
archives held in UK Universities and 
Colleges. 

• At present these are primarily at 
collection-level, although where 
possible they are linked to complete 
catalogue descriptions. The Archives 
Hub forms one part of the UK's National 
Archives Network, alongside related 
networking projects.

• The service is hosted at MIMAS on 
behalf of the Consortium of Research 
Libraries (CURL) and is funded by the 
Joint Information Services Committee 
(JISC). Systems development work is 
undertaken at the University of 
Liverpool.



COPAC
• Free access to the merged catalogues 

of major UK and Irish university 
research libraries

• Over 8 million records from 22 
libraries, with more being loaded

• Records represent a variety of materials 
across most subject areas. Some 
include links to full-text documents 
made available by other services.

• Materials range in date from c.1100AD 
to the most recent documents. Some 
300 languages are represented.

• Real-time local availability information 
is provided for some libraries.Records 
can be downloaded via email and 
imported into reference management 
software.



ISI Web of Science

• Comprised of  3 central databases: 
SCI, SSCI, AHCI and an additional 
database ISI Proceedings.

• Features a wide range of journals.
• Backward and forward citation 

searching.
• Records include:

– articles (including any 
references cited), abstracts, 
editorials , letters, reviews

• Additional products include JCR, 
CCC, BIOSIS, DII 

• Additional services: Holdings and 
Linkage



Journal Citation Reports

• JCR one of ISI’s additional 
Products

• This tool allows users to see which 
journals have been cited the most.

• This will help them determine 
which journals are the most 
pertinent and useful in the search 
for valued peer reviewed articles to 
support their work. 

• It can be used in conjunction with 
zetoc during the creation of the 
journal alerting list based on the 
data gathered from this point



Derwent Innovations Index

• Derwent Innovations Index 
provides a unique access point 
into patent material over the last 
twenty years. 

• Users can search through 
patents based on patent topic 
area and discover innovations 
within their desired subject 
area. 

• The material within this tool is 
highly diverse. Many records 
also include the original patent 
drawings.



ZETOC
• The zetoc service provides Z39.50-

compliant access to the British Library’s
Electronic Table of Contents (ETOC). 

• The database contains details of 
approximately 20,000 current journals and 
16,000 conference proceedings published 
per year. The database covers the years 
from 1993 to date and is updated daily. 

• zetoc Alert is a current awareness service 
which allows you to be emailed the table of 
contents from particular journals or receive 
details of articles which match some pre-
defined search criteria such as an author's 
name or keywords from the title. These 
email Alerts  are sent on the day the new 
data is loaded into the database.



JSTOR
• JSTOR was established as an independent 

not-for-profit organization in August 1995.
• It is a retrospective collection of electronic 

full text articles the mirror service is 
hosted at MIMAS.

• JSTOR combines the advantages of page 
images with searchable full-text, and stores 
the data in both forms.

• There are currently over 1,300 
participating institutions

• Full-text electronic archive collection of 
non-current issues of over 200 core 
scholarly journals

• Coverage starts with the very first issues 
(many dating from 1800s)

• Users can search, browse, print and save 
articles



CasWeb

• CasWeb is a web interface to 
statistics and related information 
from the 1991 United Kingdom 

Census of Population.
• These large and complex datasets 

comprise aggregate counts of 
persons and households for various 

geographical units.
• The Census SAS/LBS datasets 

contain over 10,000 items of 
information, which are arranged for 
convenience into tables. The 
CasWeb system has preserved this 
arrangement of the data.



Crossfire

• Most complete in-house 
chemical information service 
currently available. Electronic 
version of Beilstein/Gmelin
chemical handbooks. 
Updated quarterly. Subscription 
required. 

• 2 databases covering chemical 
literature since 1772

• Complete abstracts from 
organic literature since 1980

• 10 million chemical reactions



Landmap Project

• The Landmap project uses data 
from two different satellites,
Landsat and SPOT. 

• The Landsat, an American satellite, 
consists of 32 scenes covering the 
UK. 

• The SPOT, a French satellite, is 
composed of 152 scenes and covers 
the UK and Republic of Ireland. 
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• Helpdesk Contact Details:
– Archives Hub: archiveshub@mimas.ac.uk
– COPAC: copac@mimas.ac.uk
– CasWeb: census@mimas.ac.uk
– Crossfire: crossfire@mimas.ac.uk
– JSTOR:jstor@mimas.ac.uk
– Landmap: info@mimas.ac.uk
– NESLI: help@nesli.ac.uk
– Web of Science: wos@mimas.ac.uk
– ZETOC: zetoc@mimas.ac.uk
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• The full version of this presentation can be found 
on the web at the following url:
– http://www.nesli.ac.uk/iassist2.ppt

Thank-you

http://www.mimas.ac.uk
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