StatCat
Building a Statistical Data Finder

ssrs.yale.edu/statcat

Steven Citron-Pousty
Ann Green
Julie Linden

yale University



StatCat: Building a Statistical Data Finder

Themes

e Collaboration

e Domain-specific, not media or location
specific

e Cross-media data finder

e Portal to Internet resources

 Numeric and spatial social science data
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Social Science Data Archive
at Yale

e Digital collection since 1972

e Partnership between Social Science
_ibrary and Social Science Research
Services

e Shared responsibility for the SSDA
catalog
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History of the SSDA Catalog

e Contained: Records for SSDA holdings —
data from ICPSR, Roper Center, federal
agencies, 1IGOs/NGOs, commercial
vendors.

e Designed as: SPIRES database on the
mainframe, migrated to the Web.

 Maintained by: data librarian and
Statlab
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The new catalog: StatCat

e Created a new structure to improve
both front-end interface and back-end
production and maintenance.

— WAIS searching inadequate
— Maintenance too difficult
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Goals for StatCat: domalin

 Not a media-specific catalog, rather a
domain-specific (social sciences)
catalog.

e Includes datasets on Yale's Statlab
server, CDs In the Library collections,
and data available at other web sites.
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Evolution of StatCat

Tapes

A 4

CDs
Files on server

l

CDs
Files on server
Internet
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Goals for StatCat: functionality

e Search fielded full text of records.

e Full location information to retrieve actual
data.

IASSIST 2002, 13 May 2002 Please do not cite or copy without permission.



StatCat: Building a Statistical Data Finder

Goals for StatCat;
Adhere to standards

e Base records upon a DDI subset (so that
every field in StatCat maps to a DDI field).

e Potential output to multiple systems or
metadata formats: MARC, DC, OAl, DDI,
FGDC.
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Related Standards

Bibliographic | Statistical Related
Domain domains

MARC DDI FGDC

Dublin Core 1ISO 11179 EAD

OAI TEI

GILS
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Data Documentation Initiative

Consists of these parts:
e Document description
e Study description
e File description

e Data description

e Related material
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DDI Study Description section

e (itation — bibliographic information for the
data collection

e Scope — information about the study’s
subject, geographic & temporal coverage
(including abstracts and keywords)

» Methodology & process — information about
how the data were collected (e.g. sample
design)

e Data access — access conditions & terms of
use for the data collection

e Other study description materials
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XML vs. Database

XML iIs good at describing

1)Hierarchical data

2)Great for presenting multiple views Into
the same data source

3)Exchanging data between independent
sites in a highly structured manner

4)Transport format: ASCII, fully tagged

5) DDI and ICPSR are using it: will receive
records in some version of DDI XML
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XML vs. database

e Decided to go with database and not XML at
this time

— Database met immediate requirements: improved
searching and ease of maintenance. Well known
technology.

— XML tools still under development.
— Drawback: records are no longer in “webspace”
— Eventually database will generate XML records.
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a Statistical Data Finder

StatCat: Building

Designing the database

1. Determined what fields we needed:

— Examined ICPSR's "slightly modified”
version of the DDI codebook DTD and

com
— Map
— Map

pared It to the current version of DDI.
ped our catalog fields to DDI.

ped out catalog fields to Dublin Core,

looked at OAL.
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Designing the database

1. Determined the type of queries we
were going to ask of the data.

2. Determined relations between tables.

3. Determined which fields in which
tables.
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Designing the database

4. Decided how to parse our records into
the database fields.
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Side effects of the conversion
process

e Scrutinize and clean up existing records

e | eads to questions: what are we
cataloging, and why? What are we
collecting, and why? Implications for
archiving policies.
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StatCat v.2

e PHP migrated to a Java server-side
application.

e More modular and extensible
e MySQL dbms migrated to PostgreSQL

e New avenues this opens
— Spatial searches

— Pre-analysis of data before downloading from our
archive

— Give the client metadata and data in the same
download
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3 Search StatCat at Yale University - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edt Wiew Favorites Tools  Help

Yale University

Social Science Statistical Laboratory

Sta tcat Social Science Libraries and Information Services
Search StatCat / Browse Subjects / Search Help / Help Using Data /7 About StatCat

StatCat (formerly the Social Science Data Archive Catalog) includes information about numeric datasets in the Yale Social
Science Data Archive, as well as datasets available in the Yale University Library and on the Internet.

Search StatCat

Enter text in one search field only

Keywords anywhere: | @ allwords O phrase

ICPSR study number: I

Field: ITiﬂE 'I |'3'I"-mf:.f city data & allwords phrase
Submit

See also:

ICPSR Direct: Faculty, students and staff an the Yale network can search the ICPSE (Inter-university Consartium for
Political and Social Research) catalog and download data directly.

¥ale Roper Collection: many of the historical Roper Collection datasets are not in StatCat,

Orbis, the Yale University Library online catalog, for datasets on CO-ROM and for codebooks that may not be included

in StatCat,
Census Enumerations Health Care and Health Facilities
Community and Urban Studies International Systems: Linkages, Relationships and Events Data
Computer Programs and Instructional Packages Legal Systems
Conflict, Aggression, Violence, Wars Leqgislative and Deliberative Bodies
Economic Behavior and Attitudes Drganizational Behavior
Education Folitical Behavior and Athitudes
Elites and Leadership Social Indicators
Geography and Environment Social Institutions and Behavior

Governmental Structures, Policies and Functions
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a Query Results in StatCat - Microsoft Internet Explorer

=10f x|
J File Edt Wiew Favorites Tools  Help ﬁ
=4

Yale University

Statcat Social Science Statistical Laboratory

Social Science Libraries and Information Services
Search StatCat / Browse Subjects / Search Help / Help Using Data /7 About StatCat

You did a title search on the words: county city data

American Mational Election Study, 1978, with Supplementary Data from the Congressional District Data
Book and the County and City Databook

County and City Data Book, 1972
County and City Data Book, 1988
County and City Data Book, 1994
County and City Data Book [United States], 1983

“ale University Social Science Statistical Labaratory and Social Science Libraries and Information Services

Referance services: Data & Electronic Services Librarian < >'
Statistical consulting: Statlab

This page last modified: Fri May 31 15:29:38 EOT 2002 5 T:gdata p“‘t""“:'_'e‘j {W_tt“:
@ 2001 Yale University -a ocumeantation Initiative
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; StatCat Study Summary for Study #3018 - Microsoft Internet Explorer

J File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help

Yale University

Social Science Statistical Laboratory
Statcat Social Science Libraries and Information Services

Search StatCat / Browse Subjects / Search Help / Help Using Data / About StatCat

Title: County and City Data Book, 1994

Author: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Holdings [CO-ROM] [Internet] [All Holdings]

available

on:

Abstract: Brings together a wvariety of social and economic data from the Census Bureau and

other sources. Tables cover population, age, money and personal income, and

education, as well as housing ownership and value, The report also includes births,

deaths, poverty, local government finance and employment, health care, and hurman

services, In addition, tables show data on business, banking, climate, elections, and

social programs. Containg statistical tables for 194 data items for cities, and population

and income data for smaller places, Statistics for all 3,141 U5, counties, 1,072 cities

with 25,000 or more inhabitants, and 11,097 places of 2,500 or more inhabitants,

Includes socioeconomic and housing data from the 1990 census and the surveys that |
update them,; city and county business statistics; median income, tax base, and more

than 100 other variables for counties and cities nationwide.

Subject All Subjects: Census Enumerations: Contemporary: United States
hierarchy:

=1
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a Holdings information - Microsoft Internet Explorer

J File Edit Miew Favarites Tools  Help

Yale University

statcat Social Science Statistical Laboratory

Social Science Libraries and Information Services
Search StatCat / Browse Subjects / Search Help / Help Using Data 7 About StatCat

All Holdings for County and City Data Book, 1994
CD-ROM

File details for this holding

Access location: Mudd Library, Government Documents Center

Call humber: C3.134/2-1:
Internet

File details for this holding

url: http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/ccdb/

Wale University Social Science Statistical Laboratory and Social Science Libraries and Information Services

Referance services: Data & Electronic Services Librarian <M>'

Statistical consulting: Statlab Metadat b th
Thiz page last modified: Fri May 21 15:31:19 EDT 2002 o L:S ata p“'{"":‘.'e 1‘*’.t :'.'
22001 YVale University i oCumeantation Initiative

=
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Yale University

St tc t Social Science Statistical Laboratory
a a Social Science Libraries and Information Services
Search StatCat / Browse Subjects / Search Help / Help Using Data /7 About StatCat

Holding Summary for Eurobarometer 52.0: European Parliament Elections, The Single European Currency,
and Financial Services, October-November 1999 on CD-ROM

More current versions of this holding may be available on the ICPSR website.
Get this study directly from ICPSE

File details for this holding

Access Social Science Library Circulation Desk

location:

Call number: H&l.z P47 PCD2Z000_004

Distributor: ICPSR

Distributor ID  285<

number:

Files in this 1 data file + machine-readable documentation (FDF) + SPSS data definition statements

holding:

Bibliographic Melich, Anna. ELUROBAROMETER 52.0; EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS, THE SINGLE EUROFEAN
citation: CURREMNCY, AMD FINANCIAL SERVICES, OCTOBER-NOWEMBER, 1999 [Computer file], ICPSR version.

Brussels, Belgium: INRA (Europe) [producer], 1999, Koeln, Germany: Zentralarchiv fuer Empirische
sozialforschung/&nn Arbor, ML Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research
[distributors], 2000,

Yale University Social Science Statistical Laboratary and Social Science Libraries and Information Services "
Referance services: Data % Electronic Services Librarian < :>'
Statistical consulting: Statlab

- . - Metadata powered by the
This page last modified: Fri May 21 15:21:192 EDT 2002 ) LT
® 2001 Yale University Data Documentation Initiative
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INTER-UNIVERSITY CONSORTIUM
FOR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RESEARCH

Social Science Data and Resources for Researchers |

Abstract--Study No. 2892

s Download data set(s)
s Wiew file information
s Printer-friendly page SITE MAP

SEARCH

SPECIAL TOPIC
ARCHIVES

TITLE: Eurobarometer 22.0: European Parliament Elections, the Single European Currency, and Financial
Services, October-Movember 19589

PEINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S). Melich, Anna. MEMBERSHIP
HELP

SUMMARY

This round of Eurcbarometer surveys gueried respondents on standard Eurobarometer measures, such as how
satisfied they were with their present life, whether they attempted to persuade others close to them to share their
views on subjects they held strong opinions about, whether they discussed political matters, how important the role
aof the European Union (EU) will be in their daily life over the next five years, and how they viewed the need far
societal change. Additional guestions focused on the respondents' knowledge of and opinions on the EL, including
hiow well-informed they felt about the EU, what sources of information about the EL they used, whether their country
had benefited from being an EU member, and the extent of their personal interest in EU matters. Other major areas
of focus in the surveys included European Parliament elections, the single European currency (the eurao), and
respondents' experiences with financial services. Fespondents were asked which television news programs they
wiatched, which newwspaper(s) they read, and how much attention they gawe to politics, social issues, the European
IUnian, the econormy, sports, the environment, foreign policy, and culture. They were also asked whether they voted
in the most recent European Parliament elections, what their reasons were for voting ar not voting, and how they
viewed the importance and power of the European Parliament in the European Union. A number of guestions
probed for respondents' knowledge and use of the euro, whether they warried about changing to the euro, and what
they thought about the timing of the change to the euro and ahout legislation surrounding the euro. Another set of
guestions queried respondents about financial services and ohstacles to using those services, means of payment
for important purchases, bank accounts, post office accounts, loans, and mortgages. Standard demographic
information was collected on left-right political self-placement, marital status, age at completion of education,
current age, sex, number of people in the household, number of children in the househald, current occupation,
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Near-term next steps

e Add records for geospatial data

e Ablility to sort or separate results to
distinguish GIS and non-spatial data

e Limit search by media type

e Continue to catalog data on the
Internet

e |Interoperability with other catalogs
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Long-term next steps

e Link study description to live data sets,
including documentation and software
setups.

e Spatial queries
e Search variables and guestion text.

e Develop StatCat as a portal to social
sclence numeric data services.
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